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Key Ideas: 
The point is not to survive, it is to thrive!  

● Critical to understand the history and beauty of black and brown 
children and not just the trauma 

● Black and Brown people have been in the forefront of the 
development and success of democracy, establishing and growing 
our country. Black and brown people need to be at the table that 
they built.  

● Every single group has had to fight to be included at the table and 
fight oppression 

● More black men are in prison today than were enslaved in 1850 
● Respect, teach and know the contributions-learn the history, not the 

trauma and negativity 
○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qyiautg41h8 

Major misconceptions/racist ideas in our world today: 
● Medical students and professionals believe black people feel less 

pain and have thicker skin. 
○ Result-inadequate care and pain medication 

● Black and brown people don’t vote 



○ Voter suppression has and still does exist 
○ 13% of population 

● Racial Wealth Gap  
○ Not a capacity problem 
○ It is caused by policies that are embedded in racism 

Black Lives Matter: 
● No black body is disposable 
● Inclusive means to look at the intersections  
● See the Love, Beauty and Possibilities 
● Reform doesn’t change the status quo or cost much...we need to 

take up stances of change. How can you reform a system that 
allowed slavery?  

● Need substantial changes not shows of solidarity. 
SPIRIT Murdering  
Spirit murdering within a school context is the denial of inclusion, 
protection, safety, nurturance, and acceptance because of fixed, yet fluid 
and moldable, structures of racism (Love, 2013). 

● Racism infiltrates school systems 
● Curriculum, teachers, students don’t look or know you 
● Blackness is NOT the problem! 
● The problem is racism, sexism, homophobia and other views that 

don’t see the beauty 
● Knowing the culture, the joy, beauty and triumphs of the ones we 

teach 
Abolitionist Teaching 

● Abolishing inequality vs managing inequality 
● Dismantle inequity and racism 
● Co-conspirator vs ally 
● Use unearned privilege to save another 
● Make sure to advocate for equitable opportunities 
● Understand your students history, joy, successes and contributions, 

not just the gaps 



● There is no plan for what is happening. Imagine, be radical, mobilize 
and make mistakes.  Be BOLD 

 
Quotes: 

● ”Know the history when it walks through the classroom” 
● ”Abolitionists know they may not see the changes in their lifetime, 

but they demand the impossible each day.” 
● “Be a co-conspirator not an ally?” 
● “What have you risked? Use your unearned privilege to save 

someone else.”  
● “Why did it take a pandemic to see humanity?”  
● “We can’t go back!”  In reference to what was normal. We know the 

barriers and have only managed them. It is time to remove and 
demolish them. 

● “Focus on love, joy and celebration.”  
● “Put your hand on the pole.” 
● “Conversations aren’t the hard part when people are living it.” 

 
Guiding Questions: 

● How can you be culturally relevant when you don’t know your 
students and their history? 

● How can you become a co-conspirator? How can you put your hand 
on the pole? 

● What does risk look like? What have you risked? 
● When is enough, enough? 
● How can you start the culture of change and not reform? 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
   



 


