
 

Micah’s Story: Through the Same Door 
 
Presenter(s): Micah Fialka-Feldman 
 
Key Ideas: 

● #1: The Door to Being Included in School 
○ Born in the 80s and is part of the ADA Generation 
○ Able to ask, “What does it mean to be a human being?” 
○ Told his parents that he wanted to walk through the same door 

as his peers and friends and not the special education 
entrance.  

○ Parents advocated and he took regular classes, ran cross 
country and had a circle of friends. 

● #2: The Door to Oakland University 
○ Began sitting in on regular classes in 2003 
○ Became part of the university community-took buses to 

school, attended classes, participated in extracurricular 
activities and became an OU student. 

○ Became part of the Options Program- paid full tuition and 
carried a full course load  

● #3: The Door to the Dorms 
○ Fought for two years to be able to live on campus 
○ Friends also fought alongside him for the right to live in the 

dorms 
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○ On December 23, 2009 that OU had denied Micah housing 
based on “prejudice, stereotypes and/or unfounded fear of 
persons with disabilities.” 

● #4: The Door to Syracuse University 
○ Syracuse University had a reputation and culture of inclusion 
○ He set a goal of getting to Syracuse in six months: “I couldn’t 

think about IF I could make it happen, I could only think about 
HOW I could make that happen.” 

○ Works with Peer to Peer, was a graduate assistant 
○ 2015 earned a certificate in Disability Studies and co-teaches 

classes in inclusive education and disability studies 
○ Helping with the campaign “I am Norm” at a local high school  
○ Member of a disability rights group 
○ Has helped so many by saying, “ I want to walk through the 

same doors?” 

Quotes: 
● “I came home one day in first grade and I told my parents I wanted 

to go through the same door as all of the other students at a school.” 
● “I have learned that it is hard to fight battles for justice and inclusion. 

I also learned that when we create community we can change the 
world. This struggle will help many other people in colleges across 
the country. I hope that other students with disabilities continue to 
dream big and fight for what they believe in.” 

● “A community that excludes even one member is not a community at 
all” by Dan Wilkins.   

https://throughthesamedoor.com/micah/#4


 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   



 


