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Key Ideas: 
 Overview of Experiences in Education: 

● “I thought I was like any other boy.” Lots of talents and interests 
(computer programming, swimming, play at park, math, horseback 
riding, understood factual texts...)   

● Mother noticed Stephen’s development was not like his brother’s  
○ didn’t play well with other kids,  
○ social challenges  
○ reading difficulties (symbolism, slang, jokes, character 

relationships) 
● Diagnosed at 5 (Asperger at the time). Professionals predicted that 

he would need to be institutionalized and never do many typical 
things successfully 

● Stressful experiences with participation in studies on diet, allergies, 
vaccines... 

● Embarrassing & feeling like a “social outcast” (helmet, special diet, 
labels like disturbed & disabled and segregated class)  
 
 
 
 



 
Barriers: 

● Stephen created a computer program that was featured at local 
children’s museum, but he was not invited to the presentation at the 
museum due to behavior 

● Not invited to overnight field trips (due to presumed behavior) until 
parents threatened media exposure. 

● Lack of support with the “Hidden Curriculum” ~ social instruction 
and opportunities for relationship building: school spirit, 
conversations, banter, humor, manners, friendships... 

● Teachers missed the boat because they were focused on 
quantitative assessments. 
 
What made Stephen successful?  

● Advocacy 
● Learning in steps  
● Inclusion 
● Topics of interest  
● Technology  
● Accommodations for language based classes  
● Choice ~ Chose Japanese (very structured) over Latin for foreign 

language 
● Friends 
● Teachers finally asked how they could support Stephen to be social 

(recreation & leisure). Result ~ learning how to dance in the file room 
to prepare for homecoming dance 

● Assessment of social skills 
● Learning the “Hidden Curriculum” in a natural setting NOT a 

separate setting 
 
 
 



Advice to Educators: 
● Make sure kids with disabilities have a chance to use their skills to 

succeed in school. 
● Give them the opportunity to interact. Make sure all kids have 

memorable educational experiences and extra curricular activities. 
They should be able to fill up their picture books.  

● Special Education is not a place, like a back corner or back table. It’s 
providing supports.  

● Be sure other kids understand people with disabilities and welcome 
all.  
Make sure every kid has a friend! 

 
Quotes: 

● “Teach students how to be a friend” 
● “We often make the mistake of not presuming competence.”  
● “Make the practice of pitying obsolete.” 
● In 5th grade when he was finally included - “One of the best school 

years of my life.” 
● “My refusal was actually advocacy.” 
● On the “Hidden Curriculum” - “Everybody knows the visual 

curriculum. But there’s a lot more that happens in a school day that 
will never be on a test. There are unique skill sets and etiquette rules 
for each one of these… playground, invitations for parties, 
assemblies, ball fields, gyms, after school activities.” 

● “Paraprofessionals should not be a shielding force that children can 
not break through.”  

 
Guiding Questions: 

1. How can you support students with the “Hidden Curriculum? 
2. How can we provide natural learning opportunities? 
3. How can we change our view of “bad” behavior into recognition of 

advocacy?   



 
Other: 
Website: http://www.stephen-hinkle.com/joomla/ 

Email: stephen@stephen-hinkle.com 
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